A JOURNEY  FROM ALEPPO, OVER  THE
DESERT, TO BASSERAH, OCTOBER 21, 1771*
A two this afternoon took my departure from Aleppo for
Basserah, in company with Signior Andrea Johanna;
when, directing our course nearly S.S.E. | E., at
sun-set arrived at Tilleran2, a small Turkish village, where
we joined the caravan, which was encamped near that place.
The wind westerly, with dark cloudy weather; the night cold,
with drizzling rain.
220. This morning at eight mounted my camel, for the
first time. His Magnitude seemed highly disgusted with my
hat, and twice ran away with me from the caravan, but was
soon satisfied with this sport.
From Tilleran, directing our course about S.E. by S., an
hour and half brought us to Indahab3 (i.e. Golden Water), a
small village on the south side of the road. The houses are
small, and resemble sugar loaves. On the north side of the
road is an artificial mount, wiiich seems to have been raised
for the defence of the wyater. The land hereabouts is a fine
black soil, mostly arable.
1  The error of date (1771 for 1751) is proved by his reference to Mr
Brabazon Ellis, the English Resident at Basra, whom he was invited to meet
at*lssabierj (Zubair); here he also met *Mr. Hanmer, surgeon.'  In the
India Office Factory Records; * Persian Gulf a despatch from Mr Brabazon
Ellis, dated 18 Feb. 1752, reports that *The Aleppo Caravan arrived here
in December with 37 loads of cloths,* etc. This was the caravan with which
Carmichael travelled.   In the same despatch Francis Hanmer, surgeon,
e a very discreet man,* is mentioned. Mr Brabazon Ellis was appointed in
1751, and at least four other Residents officiated between 1751 and 1771.
So there is no doubt as to the real date of Carmichaers journey. Also,
on Ives* map (see p. 134) he dates the route as described by * Mr Cannichael
in the year M.D.CCLI/
2  Tell Ara or Aran, a considerable village in early days (see L*e Strange,
Palestine under the Moslems> p. 542).
3  Ain Dhahab> probably the same as Ain Sfira of Sachau's map, and of
Kiepert's Syrien und Mesopotamien, 1893. Teixeira's Ain Dhahab would
appear to be another spring i rising at a town on its further [northern]
side, called Gebul, and the spring itself is called Ahem Dahab, or The
Golden Fount, by reason of the value of its waters.*  Musil shows two
corresponding sources on his map Northern Arabia^ one entering the
Sabkha Jebbul from the north and the other from the west.